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giving me trouble signals from all the craning. With the popu-
larity of this event, I would recommend that the organizers 
look at hiring a proper theatre next year. Although a dance 
was included in the $20.00 admission, at least half the audi-
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ence seemed to call it a night when the show ended. 

·'

Sunday's program included four symposiums, several work­
shops, and a Sunday Matinee Film Show. With the closure 
of the Exhibit Hall at 3:30 PM, Underwater Canada was offi­
cially over for 1995 . 

The OUC has hosted Underwater Canada for more than twenty 
years, and they have refined the show to a fine science. The 
program meets the needs and interests of divers, dive lead­
ers, and the dive industry. In fact, one training agency ac­
cepts attendance at the show as a continuing education credit 
for dive leaders. With the show's popularity, however, the 
Constellation, large as it is, may no longer be adequate by 
itself to handle the crowds that attend. Mark your calendar 
for the last weekend of March, 1996, so that you can attend 
North America's largest consumer diving event. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR .. tt..1 

Dear Sir, 

First of all, congratulations to Lynn Gallant on another well 
run Sea Hunt. I noticed she publicly acknowledged various 
other people who had helped but not herself of course and as 
the prime mover of the event she deserves the greatest ac­
claim. The main purpose of this letter is to bring to your at­
tention a shocking example of bad behaviour that I heard about 
when our group went to the Acadian Campground at Arichat 
for a weekend of diving the Arrow. A week or two previ­
ously another large group of metro-area divers had behaved 
so drunkenly over their campfire that other campers had be­
come frightened even to visit the washrooms. 

Flares were set off (remember what a dry summer it was) 
foul language and raucous noise disturbed the night. Eventu­
ally the campground owners, Mr. and Mrs. Davenport, had to 
call in the single area RCMP officer who stayed on the scene 
till lam when at last the divers retired to their tents. (Could 
they have been fit for diving at daylight?) 

When Mr. and Mrs. Davenport realized that another group of 
divers (ours) had reserved space for the Labour Day week­
end, not recognizing the name the group was reserved under, 
they considered cancelling the reservation. Luckily they first 
phoned the boat owner with whom I had made a reservation 
and since both he and the Davenports know me quite well· 
they were relieved of worry and welcomed us for a good 
weekend of diving. 

Too many incidents of this kind have occurred recently. We 
know who the perpetrators are, brash young know-it-alls who 
have not learnt the responsibility of adulthood. It behoves all 
dive shops to teach the etiquette of diving as well as the skills 
or we may all find ourselves banned from the facilities. 

We might even be banned from the water. While we were 
diving the Arrow that weekend, another large group of divers 
was also there and one of their number removed one of the 
brass plates that hold in the remaining crude on the ship. 

Fortunately this diver realized what he had done and quickly 
replaced the plate though not before a fair bit of oil had come 
out. But who was the dive leader who did not warn that those 
plates must not be removed? That incident caught the atten­
tion of DFO - did you see the stern warning in the Chronicle 
Herald recently? A total ban on the Arrow and heavy fines 
are threatened. 

Our Sport is still a mystery to many Nova Scotians and it is 
up to us to make it a fascinating mystery they want to know 
more about rather than an annoying disruptive mystery that 
angers them. 

Jane Biggs 

EDITORS NOTE: 

Spring finally seems to be making its presence known. From 
what I hear, the water is even warming up. Remember, if 
going on a first dive after the winter months, thoroughly check 
out your equipment for hydro/visual dates, etc. Regulators, 
valves and BCD's should also be serviced. Spring tuneups 
are scheduled at various pools, see the ad later in this news­
letter. 

I received two letters to the editor for this issue. The newslet­
ter needs more input from you the diver. As a representative 
body, the NSUC needs to know your concerns and what you 
want from the organization. I have been involved with the 
organization long enough to know that it is difficult for a few 
volunteers to address all the issues of the diving community, 
it is impossible to address issues the Board knows nothing 
about. If you do not have a few hours a month to volunteer 
for a Board position a few minutes to phone or write would 
result in your idea being known. The newsletter is also a fo­
rum to openly discuss diving related issues and not only let 
others know your views, but to learn from others as well. 

Again, due to work commitments, I must apologize for get­
ting this newsletter out so late. The next issue will be out on 
time, about May 15th. 
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NEWS FROM THE LUNENBURG MARINE 

PARK AND THE HMCS SAGUENAY ... 

Unrecorded Minutes of a Directors Meeting of the 
SouthShoreMarineParkSociety.May 1, 1994.HMCS 
SAGUENA Y, Battery Point, Lunenburg,NovaScotia. .. 
The winter weather is finally breaking. All the pipes in 
the ship have thawed and there appear to be no more 
leaks in any of the tanks. The flooding in the engine 
room that caused the ship to roll over onto the trawlers 
last month has been rectified; the pine plugs are 
holding. As far as unanticipated "events" go, this 
wasn't nearly as stressful as the fire ... The power bill 
for the winter looks like ii will exceed 40K. Rick, 
David, Bill are all occup�d at work for the next few 
weeks and volunteer assistance has dwindled to al­
moat nothing. There appears to be at least three solid 
weeks work cleaning the bilges in both the engine 
room and the boiler room, and another week cleaning 
up and removing the loose materials in the me_ss and 
on deck. Environment Canada has no word from 
Fisheries and Oceans regarding the scuttling appli­
cation, and the earliest ii can go down is June 7 • 
Everyone is getting very tired. National Sea came by 
today and suggested strongly that we move the ship 
elsewhere. The volunteer project from hell .. 

Time flies when you are having a good time or so they 
say. A year ago I never would have believed that it 
would all be completed within two months. The time 
did fly, the volunteers returned, the remaining tasks 
were assigned, the permit would get approved and the 
ship would eventually be scuttled. The project goals 
were always completed keeping the environment and 
safety as the principal goals. To those of you who 
helped, whether paid contractors or unpaid volunteers, 
congratulations again; you have shown that we can 
work together as a community to complete projects 
worthy of international recognition, providing new 
recreation and economic opportunities in addition to 
protecting and enhancing the marine environment. I 
guess it must have been fun because, in hindsight, the 
time did fly. 

The Park is still closed and must remain closed without 
exception until the end of the lobster fishing season. 

This was the arrangement made with the inshore fish­
ermen who were concerned about the increase in vessel 
traffic by charterboats at a time when the traps and 
buoys might be anywhere in the Bay. The scheduled 
opening of the Park this year is Saturday, June 3, 
1995 and expect some changes from the fall. Last 
season, we noticed changes in the flora and fauna 
living on and around the ship on a daily basis and 
SAGUENA Y has been left undisturbed since the end 
of November. Our system of access only on approved 
charterboats will contil)ue as ..yill the $5.00 day passes. 
These funds will be used to pay the remaining debts 
from the scuttling. 

Just because the Park is closed for a few more short 
weeks doesn't mean that you cannot go diving else­
where along the South Shore. With all the activity 
generated from Park visitors last summer, more and 
more new dive sites have been discovered and include 
other interesting wrecks. Check these out with your 
favourite Lunenburg buddy. As predicted, new dive 
related businesses are being established in the area, 
new partnerships are being formed, new facilities are 
being purchased and existing facilities are being up­
graded or modified to better serve divers this summer. 

Lunenb� Marine Park. Jnc. 
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Pa ... • tor one day visits to ·the Park are available for 
purchase from div• shops and charterboat operators. 








